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Activist dubs Middle East war
‘Operation Desert Slaughter’

By Renee Crespy

and Eric Hoch
The Pitt News

Operation Desert Storm is really
Operation Desert Slaughter, according to
Philip Berrigan, famed political activist.

*Thou shalt not kill is a very hard lesson -

for us [the United States] to learn because
we have a killer history,” said Berrigan.
*War is always ‘lose-lose.” People always
lose when they go to war, not ‘win-win,’
like Bush is saying." )

Berrigan, a priest who hasbeeninvolved
with pro-peace protests and helping the
homeless since the ‘60s, spoke to a group
of Pitt students last night about his views
on the war in the Persian Guilf.

“Not only are we killing people, but we
are killing our environment as well,”
Berrigan said. R '

“Scientists in the know are saying it’s a
race between killing ourselves either by a
poisoned atmosphere or nuclear war, and
the environment has already been
destroyed. This has all come around in the
last45 years when we began using warfare,”
said Berrigan.

“We have had 45 years of nuclear terror
and imperialism. Maybe the time has come
for it to stop,” said Berrigan.

Berrigan was in Pittsburgh to serve as a
character witness for activist Vince Eirene,
who is on trial for simple assault of a police
officer. ‘

Eirene and Berrigan also made a stop at

Carnegie Mellon to deliver a body bag to
CM President Robert Mehrabian.

‘Eirene, Berrigan and 20 other people
stood out in front of Warner Hall with a
body bag and a banner reading, “Disarm
Carnegie Mellon,” while Eirene explained
their actions to the people passing by.

*We are here to protest Desert Slaughter
and the fact that both American and Iraqgi
lives will be neediessly wasted as this war
continues,” said Eirene. *We love the
soldiers, but we hate the war. We are
hoping no one comes back in one of these
[body bags] and that there is a cease-fire”

“We are only there for oil [in part],” said
Berrigan. “The main reason for the war is
to stabilize the balance of power in this
country. One-third of this country’s
resources are controlled by those in the
military and the government.”

‘Berrigan said, “If there was peace, then

-money would have to invested in programs

such as helping the homeless, ending the

' recéssion, taking care of pollution and

general domestic problems. This would
take money away from the military and
reduce the power of those people. The
bureaucrats in Washington don’t. want to
lose their money, se they’ll go to war to
keep the money in the military and ignore
domestic problems. If they help domestic
problems, they themselves will lose some

- of their power. I don't think they want to

do that, and that’s why we are at war.”
Theater-arts student Craig Gottlieb asked
See Berrigan, page 8’



Berrigan

Continued from page 1

the group how the United
States should deal with the
threat of Saddam Hussein.

“We don't condone his
actions either,” said Eirene,
“but we made him what he
is today. We gave him
weapons during the Iran/
Iraq war.”

“And we only gave him
weapons to make money,”
said James Hoch, local poet
- and peace activist.

Gottlieb believes that
unlike the Vietnam war, the
U.S. now has an enemy who
must be dealt with.

*Hussein is much like
Hitler,” said Gottlieb. *If we
had let him go on for more
than three years, he could
have beenunstoppable. Yes,
we did create him, but the
government is not infallible.
We made our bed, [and now
we have to] lie in it." -

On. Tuesday and Wed-
nesday, Eirene faced a charge
of aggravated assault for
supposedly biting the hand
of a police officer on May 4,
1990, at the Software Eng-
ineering Institute. On
Tuesday the charge was
dropped to simple assault.
On Wednesday, Berrigan,
who has known Eirene for
15 years, spoke for him as a

- chafaCter WItness™ =« == =

At CM, Berrigan expressed
his suppor for Eirene.

“[Eirenelis a very important
person for sanity and peace,”
said Berrigan. “*He deserves

-all the support he can get.
He is personified non-vio-
lence and is strongly cons-
istent in his religious beliefs.”

Eirene said he hopes tobe
aquitted.

"I hope that I'm found
innocent tomorrow. Then 1
can get on with the real bus-
iness, and that's getting arr-
ested at the SEI,” said Eirene.
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"Eirene cleared

of biting deputy

Anti-war activist Vincent Eirene

was acquitted yesterday of a charge
that he bit a sheriff’s deputy on the
hand during a scuffle May 4 in the
Allegheny County Courthouse.
" A jury deliberated less than an
hour before finding Eirene, 38, of the
North Side not guilty of simple
assault against Deputy Sheriff Sgt.
Leo Campbell.

Eirene, an activist for the home-
less, was charged initially with ag-
gravated assault in the incident,
which occurred the day he was to go
on trial for blocking the doorway of
the Software Engineering Institute
at Carnegie Mellon University dur-
ing a one-man anti-war demonstra-
tion. '

Campbell testified that Eirene
gnawed at his hand when he tried to
handcuff him, but the bite didn’t
cause any pain. Eirene and his sup-
porters testified that sheriff’s depu-
ties had used obscenities and had
dragged Eirene roughly through the
hallway. Eirene told the jury that he
had been treated at a hospital for
injuries he suffered in the incident.

Activist acquitted of biting lawman

By Jeffery Fraser

The Pittsburgh Press

- 'The jury’s verdict was greeted by
modest applause and a brief prayer
for peace in the Persian Gulf.

Vince Eirene, a 38-year-old anti-
war activist, was acquitted yester-
day of simple assault. He had been
charged with biting a county sher-
iff’s deputy during a brief courthouse
demonstration in May.

About 20 of his friends applauded
the verdict. A Common Pleas Court

. . \
jury of seven men and five women
deliberated for about one hour be-
fore deciding Eirene was innocent.

QOutside Judge Cheryl Craig's
courtroom, Eirene led his friends in
a prayer for peace and forgiveness
“for bombing Arab people and the
death of our own people.”

Eirene, who operates a home for
homeless men on the North Side, was
arrested May 4 after a brief demon-
stration in a courthouse hallway.
Deputy Sheriff Sgt. Leo Campbell
told the jury Eirene “gnawed at me

like a beaver when I tried to put the
handcuffs on him.” -

Several witnesses, mostly Eir
ene’s supporters, testified during the
two-day trial that he never bit
kicked or lunged at Campbell as the
deputy claimed.

“I didn’t expect it,” Eirene said
after the verdict. “But it seemed that
as the trial went on, Leo Campbell’s
story didn’t make sénse.”

Campbell left the courtroom

quickly and could not be reached for
comment.

Pittsburgh Post-Gazetie: kriaay, reoruary 1, 1991
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Peace S:
Vince Eirene Is
Acquitted

by Jerry Kruth

The celebrated trial of peace
activist Vince Eirene may well
be remembered for the fact that,
by the trial’s end, the primary
object of sympathy was not the
defendant, but the Assistant

" District Attorney charged with

prosecuting the case.

While awaiting trial last -
May for blocking entry to
Carnegie Mellon’s Software
Engineering Institute, Eirene
was again arrested for allegedly
biting the hand of a county
deputy ordering that the
Courthouse hallway be cleared.

During the three day trial
that ended last Thursday in the
courtroom of Judge Cheryl
Craig, Assistant District
Attorney Kevin Zinsky nobly
tried to present the county’s
case. But by the time it ended,
the allegations were generally
perceived as so ludicrous it
appeared those in attendance
felt sorry for Mr. Zinsky.

The jury obviously con-
curred as they needed little
more than an hour to return a
unanimous verdict of “Not
Guilty.”

Eirene, nationally known as
an activist for peace and social
justice, was arrested on May 4,
1990, when county police
ordered the area around the
third floor of the City-County
Building to be cleared. Accord-
ing to a host of witnesses and
court testimony, what happened
next can only be described as a

riot by county deputies. In the
melee, Eirene was knocked to the
floor and dragged away in
handcufTs, to be charged with
lunging, head-butting, kicking
and “gnawing like a beaver” the
hand of a deputy.

The prosecution’s case

seemed tepid at best. Aside from

the officer making the allegation,
no other person substantiated the
alleged assault.

In stark contrast, the defense
paraded enumerable parties who
swore that Mr. Eirene had made
no resistance, and because of his
commitment to non-violence, such
an allegation was illogical.

Among those speaking in
defense or as character witnesses
were Father Philip Berrigan, a
throwback from the last anti-war

movement who has known Eirene

for more than 15 years. City
Councilman Jim Ferlo took time
off from his civic duties to speak
in support of Eirene, as did Molly
Rush, herself a well-known civil
disobedient and peace activist.

The gallery was packed with
friends and supporters of Eiréne.
His “Band of Merry Pranksters,”
as colorful a menagerie as
assembled anywhere, refrained
from the banners and demonstra-
tions that sparked last May’s
fracas. Undaunted by the
seriousness of the charges,
however, Eirene, accompanied by
his Band and reinforced by
Father Berrigan, used lunch
recess Wednesday to traipse to
the Camegie Mellon campus to
present University President
Robert Mehrabian with a body
bag, in their opinion indicative of
the consequences of the
University’s extensive defense
associations.

Eirene’s defense was
volunteered by Paul Girdany of
Healy, Whithill, and Jon
Pushinsky. Each felt that the
values Eirene espouses were
worth defending. Their opinion
is made more poignant because
of the current Gulf conflict.

Near the close of the trial
Eirene was asked by Zinsky if he
was accustomed to breaking the
law, such as when he was
arrested for praying at the
nuclear weapons assembly plant

!
in Amarillo, Texas. The court.
room was rapt as Mr. Eirene
softly spoke: “l know | was
breaking the (Federal) law. But
unless we break the law we
cannot reach the injustice we
are trying to change. If Martin
Luther King had prayed at
home, he could have prayed
until he was blue in the face,
and the ungodly laws he
challenged would have gone
unaddressed.”

After his acquittal, Eirene
was asked how he felt. Low-key
and introspective, he paused
and replied softly, “Sad, and
confused. [ don’t know why
people have to hit people carring
peace signs.”

The defense rests. IP
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